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Foreword 
 

THINK and 
GROW RICH







"Mastery of the Law of Success philosophy is the equivalent of an insurance 
policy against failure." 
 







he went directly into a responsible position at a beginning salary greater than the 
average man ever earns. His story has been briefly described in chapter two.  

 
When you read it, perhaps you will dismiss any feeling you may have had, at 

the beginning of the book, that it promised too much. And, too, if you have ever 



How do I know these things? You should have the answer before you finish 
this book. You may find it in the very first chapter, or on the last page.  

 
While I was performing the twenty yean13



JOHN H. PATTE



The problems arising from one's endeavor to earn a living, to find hope, 
courage, contentment and peace of mind; to accumulate riches and to enjoy 
freedom of body and spirit.  





been the young man'



 









 
After I had described to Mr. Darby the power unwittingly used by the little 

colored child, he quickly retraced his thirty years of experience as a life insurance 
salesman, and frankly acknowledged that hi





The object of this book is to help all who seek it, to learn the art of changing 
their minds from FAILURE CONSCIOUSNESS to SUCCESS 
CONSCIOUSNESS.  

 
Another weakness found in altogether too many people, is the habit of 



The engineers went ahead. There was nothing else for them to do, if they 
were to remain on the Ford staff. Six months went by, nothing happened. 
Another six months passed, and still nothing happened. The engineers tried 
every conceivable plan to carry out the orders, but the thing seemed out of the 
question; "impossible!"  

 
At the end of the year Ford check





administration. Just before this book went to the publisher, he wrote me a letter in 
which he so clearly stated his opinion of the principle outlined in the next chapter, 
that I have chosen to publish his letter as an introduction to that chapter.  















In planning to acquire your share of the riches, let no one influence you to 
scorn the dreamer. To win the big stakes in this changed world, you must catch 
the spirit of the great pioneers of the past, whose dreams have given to 





Being FORCED, through misfortune, to become acquainted with his "other self," 
and to use his IMAGINATION, he discovered himself to be a great author instead 
of a miserable criminal and outcast. Strange and varied are the ways of life, and 
stranger still are the ways of Infinite Intelligence, through which men are 
sometimes forced to undergo all sorts of punishment before discovering their 
own brains, and their own capacity to create useful ideas through imagination.  

 
Edison, the world's greatest inventor





 









Little did he dream, when he went to work, that he was destined to bring 





in opera? My good child, give up the i





which you may develop at will, after you have mastered the thirteen principles, 
because it is a state of mind which develops voluntarily, through application and 









Second. I realize the dominating 







dogmas and creeds have been created in its name, which do not reflect its 
tenets.  

 





Fifth, he applied, and followed-through on his PLAN with PERSISTENCE, 
and backed it with firm DECISION 



"It is perhaps unfortunate, for the sake of history, 











Chapter 4 
 

Auto-Suggestion 
 

The Medium for Influencing the Subconscious Mind 
 

The Third Step toward Riches 
 

AUTO-SUGGESTION is a term which applies to all suggestions and all self-
administered stimuli which reach one's mind through the five senses. Stated in 
another way, auto-suggestion is self-suggestion. It is the agency of 
communication between that part of the mind where conscious thought takes 
place, and that which serves as the seat of action for the subconscious mind. 
Through the dominating thoughts which one permits to remain in the conscious 
mind, (whether these thoughts be negative or positive, is immaterial), the 
principle of auto-suggestion voluntarily reaches the subconscious mind and 







through the transmutation of desire. Your reason is faulty. Moreover, your 
reasoning f





conscious of the important part the principle of auto-suggestion is to play in your 







manufacture and marketing of steel, he found available through the individual 
units of his MASTER MIND GROUP.  

 
The accumulation of great fortunes calls for POWER, and power is acquired 

through highly organized and intelligently directed specialized knowledge, but 







to pay for the course (which I had legally obligated myself to do), I should 
complete the lessons and get my money's worth. I felt, at the time, that the 
collection system of the school was somewhat too well organized, but I learned 
later in life that it was a valuable part of my training for which no charge had been 
made. Being forced to pay, I went ahead and completed the course. Later in life I 
discovered that the efficient collection system of that school had been worth 
much in the form of money earned, because of the training in advertising I had so 
reluctantly taken.  

 
We have in this country what is said to be the greatest public school system 

in the world. We have invested fabulous sums for fine buildings, we have 
provided convenient transportation for children living in the rural districts, so they 
may attend the best schools, but there is one astounding weakness to this 
marvelous system—IT













business getter who would let the world know about the service. If one person 
possessed all these abilities, he might 













The Old Kettle has converted a small Southern city into the business capital 
of the South, where it now benefits, directly, or indirectly, every business and 
practically every resident of the city.  

 
The influence of this idea now benefits every civilized country in the world, 

pouring out a continuous stream of gold to all who touch it.  
 
Gold from the kettle built and maintains one of the most prominent colleges 

of the South, where thousands of young people receive the training essential for 
success.  

 



may create, as sound and meritorious



"One Saturday afternoon I sat in my room thinking of ways and means of 
raising the money to carry out my plans. For nearly two years, I had been 
thinking, but I had done nothing but think!  

 
"The time had come for ACTION!" 
 
"I made up my mind, then and there, that I would get the necessary million 



he was going to do. He came into 





Sponsors are becoming a bit weary of buying glib selling talks, based upon 
statements grabbed out of thin air. They want, and in the future will demand, 









but if his experience turns out to be FAILURE, it will be for the reason that he 
lacks the fire of PERSISTENCE to rebuild his plans.  

 
No man is ever whipped, until he QUITS—in his own mind



 
Intelligent planning is essential for success in any undertaking designed to 

accumulate riches. Here will be found detai



5. DEFINITENESS





3. EXPECTATION OF PAY FOR WHAT THEY "KNOW" INSTEAD OF 
WHAT THEY DO WITH THAT WHICH THEY KNOW. The world does not 
pay men for that which they "know." It pays them for what they DO, or 
induce others to do.  

 
4. FEAR OF COMPETITION FROM FOLLOWERS. The leader who fears 







qualifications should be prepared by an expert. (See instructions as to 
information to be supplied).  

 
4. APPLICATION THROUGH PERSONAL ACQUAINTANCES. When 

possible, the applicant should endeavor to approach prospective 
employers through some mutual acquaintance. This method of approach 
is particularl



5. Apply for a specific position. Avoid application for a position without 
describing EXACTLY what particular 



 



Second. Choose the company, or individual for whom you wish to work. 
 
Third. Study your prospective employer, as to policies, personnel, and 

chances of advancement.  
 
Fourth. By analysis of yourself, your





The thousands of bank failures during the depression had the effect of 
removing the mahogany doors behind which bankers formerly barricaded 













as under-caution. Both are extremes to be guarded ag





very good impression until the manager asked him what





of leadership; the most comm





smaller city, or a more sparsely settled part of New York city, the same 
apartment could be had for as low as $20.00 a month.  

 
The toast they had for breakfast in the food estimate was toasted on an  













MILLIONS OF DOLLARS MONTHLY, and spend it freely for both the luxuries 
and the necessities.  

 
Especially remember, that back of 



We have not yet reached that stage in America! But we have heard all we 





any undertaking, much less in that of transmuting YOUR OWN DESIRE into 
money.  







 
Richard Henry Lee became an important factor in this story by reason of the 

fact that he and Samuel Adams communicated frequently (by correspondence), 
sharing freely their fears and their hopes concerning the welfare of the people of 
their Provinces. From this practice, Adams conceived the idea that a mutual 







appointed Jefferson as Chairman of a Committee to draw up a Declaration of 



Throughout this philosophy will be found the suggestion that thought, backed 
by strong DESIRE, has a tendency to transmute itself in





Chapter 9 
 

Persistence 
 

The Sustained Effort Necessary to Induce Faith 
 

The Eighth Step toward Riches 
 

PERSISTENCE is an essential factor in the 





Catch the full significance of the statements in the preceding paragraph, and 
you will understand the importance of PERSISTENCE in the accumulation of a 
fortune. Without PERSISTENCE, you wil











 
When Andrew Carnegie suggested that I devote twenty years to the 

organization of a philosophy of individual achievement my first impulse of thought 
was fear of what people might say. The 



 

















The Master Mind principle, or rather 



that, within the inconceivably short period of ten years, Mr. Ford mastered these 
three handicaps, and that within twenty-five years he made himself one of the 
richest men in America. Connect with this fact, the additional knowledge that Mr. 
Ford's most rapid strides became noticeable, from the time he became a 
personal friend of Thomas A. Edison, and you will begin to understand what the 
influenc



In brief, Gandhi has ac









6. A Master Mind alliance based upon the harmony of two or more people 
who ally themselves for spiritual or temporal advancement.  

7. Mutual suffering, such as that experienced by people who are persecuted.  
8. Auto-suggestion  
9. Fear 



creative imagination. Those who use this faculty voluntarily, and with 
understanding of its functions, are GENII.  

 
The faculty of creative imagination is the direct link between the finite mind of 

man and Infinite Intelligence. All so-called r







incandescent light. His experience was similar when he produced the talking 
machine.  

 





 



fine and rare thoughts which come from-no man knows where! No satisfactory 
substitute for Nature's stimulants has ever been found.  

 
It is a fact well knowl















Fortunate is the husband whose wife understands the true relationship 
between the emotions of love, sex, and romance. When motivated by this holy 
triumvirate, no form of labor is burdensom





Chapter 12 
 











 
If you believe this prophesy is far-fetched,





Chapter 13 
 

The Brai



On the other hand, when the brain is vibrating at a rapid rate, it not only 
attracts thoughts and ideas released by other brains through the medium of the 
ether, but it gives to one's own thoughts that "feeling" which is essential before 
those thoughts will be picked up and acted upon by one's subconscious mind.  

 
Thus, you will see that the broadcasting principle is the factor through which 

you mix feeling, or emotion with your thoughts and pass them on to your 
subconscious mind.  

 
The subconscious mind is the "sending station" of the brain, through which 

vibrations of thought are broadcast. The Creative Imagination is the "receiving 
set," through which the vibrations of thought are picked up from the ether.  

 
Along with the important factors of the subconscious mind, and the faculty of 

the Creative Imagination, which constitute the sending and receiving sets of your 
mental broadcasting machinery, consider now the principle of auto-suggestion, 
which is the medium by which you may 



The whole of mankind has not the power to cope with, nor to control the 
intangible force wrapped up in the rolling waves of the oceans. Man has not the 
capacity to understand the intangible force of





almost exactly. Screens, walls, distances, 







 
I had a very DEFINITE PURPOSE in indulging my imagination through these 

nightly meetings. My purpose was to rebuild my own character so it would 
represent a composite of the characters of my imaginary counselors. Realizing, 
as I did, early in life, that I had to overcome the handicap of birth in an 
environment of ignorance and superstition, I deliberately assigned myself the 
task of voluntary rebirth thr











experience and no accumulated knowledge to



DESIRES into their physical or financial counterpart as easily as you may lie 
down and quit at the first sign of opposition.  
 

FAITH VS. FEAR! 
 

Previous chapters have described how to develop FAITH, through Auto-
suggestion, Desire and the Subconscious. The next chapter presents detailed 
instructions for the mastery of FEAR.  

 
Here will be found a full description of the si



Chapter 15 
 

How to Outwit the Six Ghosts of Fear 
 

Take Inventory of Yourself, As You Read 
This Closing Chapter, and Find 

Out How Many of the "Ghosts" Are 
Standing in Your Way 

 
BEFORE you can put any portion of this philosophy into successful use, your 

mind must be prepared to receive it. The preparation is not difficult. It begins with 









So eager is man to possess wealth that he will acquire it in whatever manner 
he can—through legal methods if possible—through other methods if necessary 
or expedient.  

 
Self-analysis may disclose weaknesses which one does not like to 

acknowledge. This form of examination is essential to all who demand of Life 
more than mediocrity and poverty. Remember, as you check yourself point by 
point, that you are both the court and the jury, the prosecuting attorney and the 



OVER-CAUTION. The habit of looking for the negative side of every 



down and out and on the street, unable to get any job at all, something happens 
to his spirit which can be observed in the droop of his shoulders, the set of his 
hat, his walk and his gaze. He cannot escape a feeling of inferiority among 
people with regular employment, even though he knows they are definitely not 
his equals in character, intelligence or ability.  





But, it must not be supposed that women are free from the fear of criticism. If 
any woman claims to be superior to man with reference to this fear, ask her to 
walk down the street wearing a hat of the vintage of 1890.  

 
The astute manufacturers of clothing have not been slow to capitalize this 

basic fear of criticism, with which all mankind has been cursed. Every season the 
styles in many articles of wearing apparel change. Who establishes the styles? 
Certainly not the purchaser of clothing, but the manufacturer. Why does he 



gratis, whether called for or not. One's nearest relatives often are the worst 
offenders. It should be recognized as a crime (in reality it is a crime of the worst 
nature), for any parent to build inferiority complexes in the mind of a child, 
through unnecessary criticism. Employers who understand human nature, get the 
best there is in men, not by criticism, but by constructive suggestion. Parents 
may accomplish the same results with their children. Crit



defeat without protest, quitting an undertaking when opposed by others, 
suspicious of other people without cause, lacking in tactfulness of manner and 
speech, unwillingness to accept the blame for mistakes.  
 

THE FEAR OF ILL HEALTH 
 



You look terribly ill." The first questioner usually provoked a grin, and a 
nonchalant "Oh, nothing, I'm alright," from the victim. The second questioner 
usually was answered with the statement, "I don't know exactly, but I do feel 
badly." The third questioner was usually met with the frank admission that the 
victim was actually feeling ill.  

 





The fear of the loss of 





questions, FOR A PRICE. Witness, now, the 





During the depression the whole atmosphere, all over the world, was filled 





You may control your own mind, you have the power to feed it whatever 
thought impulses you choose. With this privilege goes also the responsibility of 
using it constructively. You are the master



have a WILL-POWER, and put it into constant use, until it builds a wall of 
immunity against negative influences in your own mind.  

 
Recognize the fact that you, and every other human being, are, by nature, 

lazy, indifferent, and susceptible to all suggestions which harmonize with your 
weaknesses.  

 
Recognize that you are, by nature, susceptible to all the six basic fears, and 

set up habits for the purpose of counteracting all these fears.  
 
Recognize that negative influences often work on you through your 

subconscious mind, therefore they are 



 
Does life seem futile and the future hopeless to you? If so, why?  
 
Do you like your occupation? If not, why?  
 
Do you often feel self-pity, and if so why?  
 
Are you envious of those who excel you?  
 
To which do



Do you suffer from any of the Six Basic Fears? If so, which ones?  
 
Have you a method by which you can shield yourself against the negative 

influence of others?  
 
Do you make deliberate use of auto-suggestion to make your mind positive?  
 
Which do you value most, your material possessions, or your privilege of 

controlling your own thoughts?  
 
Are you easily influenced by others, against your own judgment?  
 
Has today added anything of value to your stock of knowledge or state of 

mind?  
 
Do you face squarely the circumstances which make you unhappy, or 

sidestep the responsibility?  
 
Do you analyze all mistakes and failures and try to profit by them or, do you 

take the attitude that this is not your duty?  

t





 
Are you easily influenced by what other people think or say of you?  
 
Do you cater to people because of their social or financial status?  
 
Whom do you believe to be the greatest person living?  
 
In what respect is this person superior to yourself?  
 
How much time have you devoted to studying and answering these 

questions? (At least one day is necessary for the analysis and the answering of 
the entire list.)  

 
If you have answered all these questions truthfully, you know more about 

yourself than the majority of people. Study the questions carefully, come back to 
them once each week for several months, and be astounded at the amount of 
additional knowledge of great value to yourself, you will have gained by the 
simple method of answering the questions 



 
Men with negative minds told F. W. Woolworth, he would go "broke" trying to 

run a store on five and ten cent sales. He did not believe them. He knew that he 
could do anything, within reason, if he backed his plans with faith. Exercising his 
right to keep other men's negative suggestions out of his mind, he piled up a 
fortune of more than a hundred million dollars.  

 
Men with negative minds told George Washington he could not hope to win 

against the vastly superior forces of the British, but he exercised his Divine right 



People who do not succeed have one dist



IF I were only free . . .  
IF I had the personality of some people . . .  
IF I were not so fat . . .  
IF my talents were known . . .  
IF I could just get a "break" . . .  
IF I could only get out of debt . . .  
IF I hadn't failed  . . .  
IF I only knew how . . .  
IF everybody didn't oppose me . . .  
IF I didn't have so many worries . . .  
IF I could marry the right person . . .  
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